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In these days when international understanding
is of paramount importance, especially because each
nation, big and small, is attempting to develop a
narrow and restricted form of nationalism, it helps
us m the task of understanding the points of view
of different nations of the World, if we study their
geographical, ethnological, social, religious and poli-
tical conditions Hence it is that before the Anglo-
German circle, I chose Finland as an appropriate
subject to discourse upon although for many reasons
I would have preferred to talk about an Eastern
country.
Finland known as the land of a thousand lakes,
is one of the most interesting countries in Northern
Europe. For nearly 800 years it belonged to Sweden,
but during the early part of the 19th century it came
under the rule of Russia as an autonomous if not
independent State The history of Furnish Inde-
pendence is the most interesting one, to this I will
refer later As regards to size, Finland is greater than
the total area of the British Isles. The Capital of
Finland is Helsmgfors, with nearly 200,000 inhabi-
tants. Abo which used to be the former Capital till
it was destroyed by the fire, is the second city, and